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Welcome to the Annual Report of Pembrokeshire Scout Area 2021.  Thank you all for 
joining us at our Annual General Meeting at Activity Day here at Picton Castle. 
 
I hope that you have been able to read the reports from the Sections that reveal the wealth 
of Scouting that has continued virtually and as we have gradually returned to face-to-face 
activities. I owe a huge debt of thanks to the leaders who have put in so much effort to 
keep the young people engaged throughout another difficult year and the attendance at 
today’s Activity Day illustrates that the enthusiasm for Scouting is still growing. 
 
Thank you to all the Commissioners who have supported me and their Sections throughout 
the year, Pat Dixon, Sue Clarkson, Vikki Phillips and Gavin Phillips, and for the work they 
have put into this Activity Day. Thanks to our Youth Commissioners, Iestyn and Will, who 
have formed an Area Youth Forum to promote youth involvement in our programme 
planning and have spent today encouraging even more. Iestyn has also shared his IT skills 
and organised the photography today that will be used by us and Picton for future publicity.  
 
I would also like to thank Picton Castle who have allowed us to use their grounds for our 
first Area Activity Day since before the pandemic began. They have been very generous in 
their support and I hope that there is a spin-off for them as all the young people drag their 
families back in the future! A special mention to Rhiannon who has coordinated the Picton 
end and to Vikki who has done much of the work to pull today together for the Area. 
 
I would like to pay a special tribute to Pat Dixon who stepped down from all her Scouting 
roles this year. Pat has been involved on a Group and Area level for many years and 
received the highest Award, the Silver Wolf, a few years ago. Her main Area roles, AAC 
Beavers and Appointments Secretary, are yet to be filled and her detailed work is greatly 
missed. A ‘Thanks’ Badge will be presented to her by the Area Executive Committee at an 
appropriate time as a small token of our gratitude. 
 
Our normal training scheme has been suspended but much of it has now moved online and 
I am pleased that our record is still looking good so our leaders and supporters are up to 
date. This ensures the safety of our young people and should enable our new leaders to 
feel they know what they are doing! First Aid training is now a priority and should resume 
face-to-face in November. Thanks to Sue Benbow who continues to be our Training 
Manager alongside her other roles. 
 
Thank you to the members of the Area Executive who have overcome the vagaries of Zoom 
to attend meetings throughout the year and to continue to support me in my role. Pam 



Davies has supported the Committee as it’s Secretary for the past nine years and has now 
stepped down. Thanks to her for the support and time she has given the Area in this role. 
Anyone willing to give this job a go please have a chat! 
 
I have also appreciated the support of Stuart Gibson as District Commissioner. In this role 
he has been supported 2nd Pembroke, 2nd Milford Haven and 1st Kilgetty as they have 
worked through different issues this year.  
 
St Bride’s Campsite has been closed for most of the year again, due to the Covid-19 
restrictions, but Lynn and Geoff Phillips have continued to manage the site so it was ready 
when we were able to reopen. A few bookings have been fulfilled this summer and National 
Park personnel have been in to work on the walls and orchard. A little progress has been 
made on the renovation plans, thanks to the involvement of Puffin Produce, so we hope 
that will bear fruit this winter. We look forward to a busy summer in 2022 and thank Lynn 
and Geoff for their work. 
 
You can not have missed the launch of the first new Scout Section in 35 years for younger 
children, Squirrels. We are not able to offer this Section yet in Pembrokeshire as the criteria 
is very strict and none of our Groups currently meet them, but we have already had some 
enquiries, so watch this space! 
 
I must thank Hugh-John, my husband, who supports me through thick and thin as well as 
fulfilling his own roles of Chaplain, Group Treasurer and Occasional Helper with 1st 
Haverfordwest. There are many people without whose support I could not do this role, but 
he is the one behind the scenes who is always there, whether he likes it or not!  
 
On Tuesday I was interviewed on the local radio, thanks to the organisation of Katie here at 
Picton, and it was good to hear tributes about how much Scouting had meant to some of 
their listeners. The Association has had its issues recently that frustrate those of us who 
know, but for the majority of leaders and all the millions of young people who pass through 
our hands it offers a fantastic experience, a chance to try new skills in a safe environment, 
to made new friends and to give something back to their communities. Our local 
membership is growing again and I look forward to a future of adding fun and fulfilment to 
many more young people. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Linda Wilson, 
Area Commissioner, Pembrokeshire. 
September 2021 
 
 
 


