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Almost a year since our last AGM, and Covid continues 

to play a significant part of our lives and has an 

ongoing impact on the delivery of Scouts nationwide. 

However, things are looking brighter with the recent announcement from ScoutsCymru that Wales is 

now at Green status. Our calendars are slowly starting to fill with the many activities that we put on 

for our members, which is a good sight. 

 

Since November 2020, there has been a few activities to note that Explorers have taken part in, albeit 

in an electronic way via the use of Zoom. Last December, a few Explorers took part in the annual Carol 

Service which was very well conducted by our Area Chaplain Hugh-John, unfortunately, no mince pies 

and tea at the end of this one (unless you had your own at home!). Early in 2021, Explorers were also 

involved with an Area virtual camp which saw Explorers compete in bake offs, quizzes and other fun 

online activities. 

 

During the lockdown months of this year, both Viking ESU and Preseli Pioneers ESU continued their 

normal programme delivery via the use of Zoom. But it was clear to see that by early Spring, Zoom 

perseverance was wearing thin and Explorers were eager to get back to face to face. Therefore, with 

the relaxation of restrictions, both units took the opportunity to restart their face to face sessions. 

Since the relaxation of restrictions, Explorers across the area have taken part in hikes, paddleboarding, 

fire lighting and cooking over an open fire. All whilst respecting the current rules and regulations with 

regards to Covid. Preseli Pioneers ESU also held a successful week long camp in St Davids this summer. 

I was unable to attend but a great time was had by all involved. 

Explorer provision in the Area has declined over recent years, and now stands at 2 units. In addition 

to this, Preseli Pioneers ESU are slightly short of leaders. Therefore, if you would like to assist Kasey 

with the running of the unit, please get in touch with either myself of Kasey. Explorers is a really 

rewarding age group to volunteer with and so if you are after a change, why not give it a go? 

Looking forward to the next 12 months, with restrictions hopefully continuing their easing, I hope to 

plan an Area wide Explorer activity. What shape this takes, I’m not too sure yet but I’m hopeful of 

some nights away at least. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my report.  

Gavin  
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