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This year has been a year like no other for Scouts. The young people we support have well 

and truly had their worlds turned upside down. Schools closed, friends missed, social lives 

lost and the overreaching arm that Covid19 has emotionally on all of the young people that 

we support. I am not going to sit here and write how horrible, strange and hard this year has 

been, we all already know that, but I am going to sit here and say how amazing our Scouts 

have been, how remarkable our leaders have performed and how resilient our scouting family 

has become.  

 

Before March our Scout sections were all involved in a varied and exciting programme. 

Going back to summer last year camps were held by all troops in one way or another with 

some even travelling abroad and taking part in international and World Jamborees.  I was 

lucky enough to speak to those who attended the World Jamboree before and after they went 

to West Virginia. The Scouts I talked to returned from the experience stronger, more 

confident and more rounded members of their communities. From applying and fundraising to 

go to the numerous preparation camps and events it is clear to see that these members literally 

had the times of their lives – this is what Scouts is about! 

 

The Autumn term saw the Scouts returning from camps and a range of skills being taught and 

developed in their troop nights. The JOTA/I came and went and although we didn’t have the 

numbers we had seen in the past it was still enjoyed by all that attended, thanks again to Ian 

Rogers for the support and effort put in to the event. We agreed to develop this event in future 

and adapt to the changing times – oh how we wish we knew! 

 

I saw a great deal of badges being awarded over the Autumn term and it was lovely to see so 

many Scouts gain their Chief Scouts gold award. It was also a credit to leaders to see previous 

scouts on stage receiving their platinum awards as explorer scouts.  

 

Christmas brought us together for the Carol service and various Christmas troop activities 

including bowling, bingo, a not so Christmasy Christmas dinner and an alternative nativity. It 

always amazes me how original and enthusiastic each group is with their programmes.  

 

2020 started with the plan of an activity camp in March for the Scouts and Explorers. And a 

youth shaped St Georges day celebration in Pembroke Castle. All plans were a go but on the 

16th March everything changed. Over night everything that was or to be planned was 

cancelled. Within days the Area team had adapted and the new learning of google meets and 

then zoom meant that we could still hold a meeting to discuss what ‘lockdown’ meant for 

Scouts.  

 

By April a lockdown time capsule along with a St Georges day home camp out meant the 

Scouts and their families were able to be supported. This event bought new enthusiasm, new 

learning and new ways for leaders and scouts. Some troops were meeting online and others 

were in contact using their social media pages and activity pack drops. Troops teamed up to 

run virtual scout sessions and this is still continuing now.  

 

In July #PembsCamp2020 was held with a wide range of activities for all members of the area 

to take part in. This camp saw others from across Wales and even some in the USA take part 

and enjoy what Scouts still had to offer. The summer made it possible for the move to Amber 

and meetings outdoors started to take place if troops were comfortable to do so and then a 

further move to yellow gave more freedom to members. JOTI was held online with a 

weekend activity pack and focus on online safety and the making of new wellbeing 

champions. These wellbeing champions will take their new learning back to their troops to 



support the others in being happier and healthier young people and develop their own 

resilience to the current climate. Scouts still continues and after taking part in the PLs and 

APLs forum held via zoom there is plenty to be thinking about for the future. I am very happy 

to say watch this space.  

 

I often get asked why I am involved in Scouts and this year has very much reminded me of 

why. As I write this we are back in Red. We are in a Wales wide lockdown and there are 

restrictions all around us. I truly believe that Scouts this year has not restricted me, our 

leaders or our members. Instead I believe that Scouts has given a purpose, a focus, new 

learning and new enthusiasm for a very strange and very unpredictable stage in life that we 

are all going through in our own ways.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and 

every one of you, for continuing in any way that you have over the last 18 months and 

especially the last 7 months. Thank you all for your support to your troops, groups, the Area 

and myself. I very much look forward to sharing many more adventures and friendships over 

the coming year and hope to see you all soon. 

 

Take care,  
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