
 

Welcome to the Annual Report of Pembrokeshire Scouts. Thank you for taking the time to read about the 

wonderful work that has been going on during this strange year. I have been very encouraged by the wide 

range of activities and events that have continued in the virtual world. I am so grateful to the leaders who 

have all been on a steep learning curve as they become IT literate beyond the usual needs of any of us! 

With all the other pressures introduced to our lives by the Covid-19 pandemic, they have done a fantastic 

job of engaging our youth members and maintaining their progress through their Scout adventure. 

When we met at St Bride’s last June for our AGM, we little thought that things would change so much, but 

we did have 9 months before the world was turned up-side-down and you can read about the activities 

that took place during that time. The greatest achievements of our members were celebrated in November 

at our Annual Chief Scout Award Presentation Evening and those who have earned their CSA in the past 12 

months will not be forgotten as we will celebrate when we can. The Beaver & Cub Sections celebrated 

Christmas with parties, the Annual Carol Service was well supported and PATCH really appreciated the 

donations given to support their clients through the festive season. An opportunity to support PATCH this 

year is still available as collection points are set up for donations that will be needed more than ever.  

In February I joined other leaders to celebrate the life of Margaret Brown who had died after a period of 

illness. Margaret first took out a warrant as an Assistant Scout Leader in 1963 and had held various roles in 

South Pembrokeshire District and the Area since. She was the SAS (Scout Active Support) Manager until her 

death and was always involved in helping with Area events, serving refreshments or arranging activities, 

especially the Cub Sixer & Second’s Days held every few years. She is greatly missed in the Area and I 

would like to pay tribute to her and the contribution she made to Scouting in Pembrokeshire. The last 

meeting I held before lockdown was with her successor, David Greig, and I would like to welcome him to 

the Area Team. I hope that conditions change soon so the SAS activities can resume. 

Before lockdown, the Area Team were working on several projects, planning events and working to open a 

new Explorer Unit in the middle of the county, some came to fruition but others had to be extensively 

adapted to suit the new conditions. The appointment of 2 Youth Commissioners, Iestyn and Will, just 

before Christmas has proven a boon as they have been very supportive with ideas and IT skills. Please see 

their report for more information about their activities and plans. Our Assistant Area Commissioner (AAC) 

for Activities, Natalie, has been obliged to step down due to family commitments,  but I want to thank her 

for the work she did to promote activities, especially those on the water, during her time in post. 

I am pleased that several roles in the Area Team have been filled in the past year and all the new 

Commissioners have been very involved in our online provision since March. In September, Gavin Phillips 

took on the role of AAC Explorers and has promoted links between the Area’s Units, hosting joint meetings 

on Zoom and instigating the formation of a Young Leader Unit to support those 14 – 18 year olds who help 

in Groups but are not able to attend Explorer Unit meetings. Gavin has also spent many hours revamping 

our Area website that has been well used to launch many of our virtual events, so you should be very 

familiar with it! 

Pembrokeshire has not been divided into Districts for a few years, due to the size of our membership, but 

HQ has never recognised this and we still had to have a District Commissioner in role to ensure we didn’t 



miss information aimed at that level. I have held that role since becoming Area Commissioner and have 

tried to keep on top of all the responsibilities involved as well as those assigned to the AC role.  It was, 

therefore, a great pleasure to welcome Stuart Gibson into the role of DC. Stuart brings a wealth of 

experience from other roles held in England and has been invaluable as we have grappled with the 

arrangements required to restart face-to-face Scouting, amongst other things. Despite having never 

attended a face-to-face leaders meeting, Stuart has joined online meetings and should be well-known to all 

our leaders.  

Another appointment made during lockdown is that of AAC Cubs; Sue Clarkson moved to the county last 

year and we met in the January to discuss what role would suit her. Sue also brings a lot of experience 

from Scouting elsewhere and since taking up the role, has headed up the Cub Sixers & Seconds virtual day 

which was a new challenge to her. We are all grateful to Vikki and Gavin who have brought greater IT skills 

to the party and supported all of the activities we have laid on since lockdown. 

In January, the issue of mandatory safeguarding and safety training was raised by The Scout Association 

and we became aware that many of our adult members needed to complete this vital area of 

training. Pat Dixon took on the extra role of following up those who needed to complete their 

training or refresh their existing knowledge as is required every 3 years. Thanks to Pat’s efforts, 

supported by all of the AAC’s, Sue our Area Training Manager, and later Stuart, we are now at 

the top on the compliance table, not only in Wales, but in the UK and I am very grateful for all 

of the work put into this achievement. It’s not often that Pembrokeshire gets noticed by the 

UK Chief Commissioner, but apparently he is well aware of us now, for the best of reasons! 

Thank you to everyone who has done their training – let’s keep it up!    

I want to thank Lynn & Geoff Phillips for their continued care of St Bride’s which was about to reopen for 

the season when lockdown came. The site is now available for day visits, but there will be no camping 

there until Scouting is fully back to normal. Negotiations are taking place with the National Park to write off 

this year so the rent is carried over, recognising the total lack of income this year. 

The hall at St David’s is no longer being used by a Scout Group, but Geraint Michael has been working on 

the renovations required to make it usable by community groups. He has given many hours of labour for 

which the Area is very grateful and it is now ready for use when meetings are once again permitted. A local 

group has received a grant from Keep Wales Tidy to create a community orchard outside the hall which will 

improve the environment and provide activities for those suffering with mental health issues.  

Dartmouth Street Activity Centre (DSAC) in Milford Haven was put to good use by 2nd Milford Haven when 

their hall flooded last winter and will soon be back in use by 2 Shooting Clubs as well as Scout Shooting 

activities. Thank you to John Lloyd for keeping a watchful eye on the property and completing the Risk 

Assessments necessary before it can used again. 

Alan Fitzhugh is a regular figure at all Area events and has served in various supporter roles since 1983 

including serving on the Area Executive since 2004 when he took the role of Chairman. He stepped down 

as Chair in 2011 and has now decided to relinquish his role on the Executive completely. His contribution 

to the discussions has always been level-headed, putting the needs of the youth members first and asking 

challenging questions. We will still see Alan, and his wife, Barbara, at Area events as SAS members and 

they  will continue to welcome new leaders as they serve on the Appointments Panel, but I would like to 

thank Alan for his many years of service and valuable contribution in all areas. 

Finally, I would like to thank every member of the Area Executive, the Area Team and all the leaders, along 

with Group Executive members and supporters who have demonstrated continued commitment to 

Scouting in Pembrokeshire. I am sure that we will emerge from this time stronger and ready for the future.  



Scouting is about having fun, learning skills for life and building community – we all strive to achieve these 

aims and thank our members and parents for joining us in the adventure. 

Linda Wilson                                    

Area Commissioner 


